2 CHRONICLES
The Continued Summary of the Nation’s History

What you need to REMEMBER:
Like 1 & 2Kings and 1 & 2Samuel, 1 & 2Chronicles were originally not broken into two books. They were simply the books of Kings, Samuel and Chronicles. As such, 2Chronicles is simply the continuation the first book.

Chronicles was written as a reminder to the exiled people of Judah of how God was working in history to restore His creation to its original factory settings. The people needed the reminder because the Persian King, Cyrus, was allowing the exiles to return to their homeland and rebuild their nation.

As they resettled the land, 1Chronicles summarized some of the nation’s history with a positive twist. The first book covered much of the same material as 2Samuel, as such, there was particular focus on the ascension of King David with some of David’s failures edited out. The people were reminded that it would be an ancestor of David to whom the Savior would be born. The first book also reconnected the people to the centrality of worship in the life of the nation and that the consequences of sin were designed to create repentance and a restored relationship with The Creator.

What you need to KNOW:
2Chronicles continues the narrative with an emphasis on the reign of David’s son, King Solomon, and the subsequent kings that led to God’s judgement on the nation. As such, the second half of Chronicles summarizes much of 1 & 2Kings retelling the story of Solomon, the building of the Temple and the history of the Southern Kingdom of Judah after the succession of the Northern 10 Tribes.

GET GOING! 
Continue your personal Walk Through the Bible by reading, or listening to, 2Chronicles.

